Critical Care Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experience

Course Syllabus

Site: 
Kennedy University Hospitals—Washington Township Division

435 Hurffville-Cross Keys Road


Turnersville, NJ 08012
Preceptor: Anthony J. Fryckberg, PharmD, BCPS
Telephone: 856-218-5228 (office); 609-413-1858 (cell)

Email: A.Fryckberg@kennedyhealth.org
Expected Hours: 8:30am-5pm, Monday through Friday (some limited home study and hours flexibility may be required)
Total Number of Hours Required: 200-240 (dependent on school)
Objectives:

This practice experience will serve as an introduction to inpatient clinical pharmacy in a university hospital critical care unit.  During this experience you will observe and participate in the day-to-day operations of both a neurosurgical and medical/surgical intensive care unit.  The Washington Township Campus has a total of 24 inpatient beds, split between an 11-bed Neurosurgical Intensive Care Unit and a 13-bed Medical/Surgical Intensive Care Unit.  You will participate daily in multidisciplinary rounds which will feature an attending physician in Pulmonary/Critical Care, a fellow in Pulmonary/Critical Care (PGY-4, 5, or 6), a PGY-2 or PGY-3 osteopathic resident, a PGY-1 osteopathic resident (intern), nurses, a neurosurgical nurse practitioner, respiratory therapist, and a clinical dietician.  Rounds may also include a PGY-1 Pharmacy Practice resident, depending upon the timing of residency activities.
Daily Rotation Activities:

The student will begin his day by pre-rounding on his selected patients and as many others as time allows by 0830.  Rounds typically begin at 0900 and run until about 1300.  After rounds, the student will return to the pharmacy department to begin work on remote monitoring, which includes renal dosing, pharmacokinetic monitoring, IV-to-PO conversions, and other monitoring for the non-ICU patients in the hospital.  In addition, the student will participate in case and topic discussions, and will be involved in interactive learning sessions on topics that may have presented on rounds or are of current or vital interest in the rotation.  

Other Rotation Activities:

· The student will provide written, sourced answers to drug information questions throughout the rotation, usually one per week.  These will be assigned generally weekly to be completed by the end of that week.

· The student will provide an inservice to his peers on a topic of the preceptor’s choosing.  Additional opportunities may become available to present educational activities to nurses, pharmacists, residents, or even the medical team.

· The student may be asked to lead a discussion on a disease state.  Part of my educational philosophy is that the best way to learn is to teach.  Students are given the opportunity to teach their peers, to develop their own style of teaching, and to learn from not only their preceptor, but from each other.

· The student will begin writing one SOAP note per week, beginning with their second week on rotation.  After the fourth week on rotation, the student will also formally present the patient to his peers and the preceptor.  Feedback will be given at this time, and discussion of disease states, therapeutics, and therapies will likely ensue.

· The student will evaluate two journal articles during his rotation.  He will present his findings to his peer group and the preceptor.  

· The student will attend appropriate committee meetings with topics of importance to the critical care units, medication safety, or other important topics as determined by the preceptor.

· The student may have the opportunity to participate in a research project during his rotation.  This opportunity may be in the collection or analysis of data, or in the preparation of a poster or manuscript.

Literature Readings:

The student will be required to read the “Survival Guide to ICU Rounding” as provided by the preceptor, along with other information, including reviews of Critical Care therapeutics, Fluids, Electrolytes, and Nutrition, and additional ICU-care centered guidelines.  Other articles will be provided at the discretion of the preceptor.

Evaluations:

Will take place at the midpoint and endpoint of the rotations.  Feedback, however, will be rolling and may be given at any time.
Statement of My Expectations to the Student:

I have certain expectations of rotation students that must be met.  First, please come prepared.  This means being able to discuss any issues that came up the previous day that may be carrying over.  This also means completing any required reading I may assign.  

I expect students to complete assignments and projects on a timely basis.  

I expect students to be courteous and professional at all times in all communication.

I expect students to be punctual, and to arrive at the agreed upon time, ready to begin the day’s activities.
I expect students to learn and have fun.  This experience is all what you make of it.  The more enthusiasm you show, the more you will learn and enjoy the experience.  I expect you to come here prepared to learn and have fun.  These are not mutually exclusive.  Be a self-motivator.  Be enthusiastic.  I really like that, and your final grade will reflect this—as much as, if not more than the other work you do here.  My job as a preceptor is to provide you with an experience that will enhance the didactic coursework you’ve completed over the last five years.  Your job is to take what I give you and run with it (within the confines of the law).
Should you have any questions, problems, concerns, or fears, please do not hesitate to contact me.  My contact information is on the first page of this syllabus, and I expect you to use it.  I am here as your mentor for the next six weeks and beyond.  The key to this rotation is learning and enjoying it.  I hope to provide you with a fantastic rotation.  The rest is up to you.
